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Walker: The Historians' Corner

historians corner
the historians9
9

ronald W walker
from the moment joseph smith declared his revelation of a
visiting angel and the existence of the golden plates the character
of the smith family has been important were the smiths the god
fearing and honest folk that they and most traditional latter day
saint accounts said they were or were family members the idle and
unstable people that D P hurlbutt
Hurl
hurlbuts
buts palmyra affidavits made them
out to be first appearing in eber B howes mormonism unavailed
unvailed
these affidavits have since become a staple used to disparage the
religions first years
corner adds another piece of evidence
this issues historians comer
A key personality in question is lucy mack smith joseph smiths
mother like many nineteenth century american women she
deeply influenced her children nine of whom lived to adulthood
but her influence was stronger than that of many women because
in the smith household her husband joseph smith sr usually
acceded to her domestic industry
ind ustiy and initiative what kind of
woman was she what values did she teach her children
fortunately she left behind several historical records that are
biographically revealing including an october 1845 nauvoo general conference talk delivered in her seventieth year in this sermon
lucy speaks of her basic religious feelings she encourages honesty
applauds youthful bible study and obedience and affirms general
christian beliefs she is quick to teach even moralize
but there is more the sermon shows lucys
bucys consistency in
her advanced years mother smith as she was called continued to
tell the same story about the origins of mormonism that she had told
earlier for instance in her nauvoo speech she confirms martin
harriss major role during the first years of the restoration and
speaks tellingly of the poverty of the smith family who despite
their lack of means struggled to get the book of mormon translated
and published
byustudies
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the document

however does more than help readers underhis torys sake clarifying and
stand its author it is important for historys
giving texture to a variety of issues including mormonisms
Mormoni sms first
missionary effort lucys
bucys accounts of this preaching performed by
her son samuel places a woman rhoda young green in an
unfamiliar leading role in the chain of events that helped bring about
the conversion and baptism of brigham young and heber C
kimball moreover shegives
she gives important and often poignant detail
about the missouri turmoil of 1837 38 here lucy remembers herself
busy with good works ministering to twenty or thirty who were sick
she also speaks of the moment when she believed missourians
Missourians were
carrying her son to his death as she reached for his hand he said
god bless you my poor mother and of her own terrible suffering
during the churchs
churche retreat from the state
during her lifetime the nauvoo newspaper times andseasons
and seasons
provided a sketchy synopsis of her speech and that account was
later republished in the history of the church ofjesus
of jesus christ of
day
ilItS
y Sa
flits 2 these early reports drew on the original minutes
saints
latter da
of the conference hastily penned by william clayton who without
shorthand skills did his best to catch lucys
bucys words these original
minutes now included in the general church minutes collection
are printed below for the first time they have not been altered
except for bracketed editorial insertions
the clayton transcript has been enlarged by references to two
other sources of the speech which were apparently made shortly
after the general conference both of these one written in an
bolton3
anonymous hand the other by curtis E bolton
boltonn
boiton likely relied on the
clayton manuscript but were more polished and complete where
the anonymous and bolton versions provide significant additional
phrasing these words are placed within braces I I and angle brackets
respectively the nauvoo general church minutes and the two
other transcripts of the smith address are housed in the archives
ofjesus christ
division church historical department the church ofjesus
of latter day saints salt lake city
the lucy mack smith sermon was given in the nauvoo temple
which church leaders had opened for congregational worship
several days before the conference elder joseph young and
president brigham young spoke at the morning session after which
mother smith requested the podium and began her remarks
1
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lucy mack smith
speaks to the nauvoo saints
weluj
weil brothers & sisters I1 have been looking round upon this
weli
well
welus
congregation I1 have long been waiting for the time when the
lordi
lord would give me strength to look upon you & my children
11
I feel solemn 11
I want every one to look into their hearts to see
what they have come to this place for whether they have come
to follow christ
Chrilst through evil & good report or for any other
cause I1 want to have time to talk about my husband I and my
sons hyrum and joseph and want to give you all my advice
ml young has done the errand he has fixed it combrigham
Brigha
1

1

1

pletely
plet ely 4 for a long time I1 have been wanting to ask whether you
were willing to receive stolen goods or not 1 1I want to know
if you believe in such things there is one thing 1I want to speak
off there is may be 2000 here that never was acquainted with
mr smith or my family I1 raised 11 children 7 boys we raised
them in the fear of god 5 when they were 2 or 3 years old
11I told them 1
I wanted that they may would love god with all
their hearts 1 1I told them
thern to do good wants all you to do the
same 6 god gives us our children & we are accountable in the
fear of god I1 warn you I1 want you to take your little children
I want you to teach them
& teach them in the fear of god 11
aboutjoseph
about joseph in eygpt and such things and when they are 4 yr
old they will love to read their bible 1I presume there neverwere
never were
a family that were so obedient as mine 1 I1 did not have to speak
to them only once set your children to work & try to bring
them up to your comfort dont let them play out of doors 7 if
1I cant talk to a few 1000s how can 1I meet millions and talk in
celestial glory 8 I1 want the young men to remember that
11
1I love children young folks and every body
I want them to
be obedient to their parents and do every thing just right RI want
them to be good & kind and do in secret as you would do in
the presence of millions brothers & sisters 1I can call you
ls sisters children if you consider me a mother in israel
brotheris
brothers
brother
I1 want you to say so president brigham
ml young arose &
Brigha
said all who consider mother smith as a mother in israel
yes my feelings has
ofyes
olyes
signify it by saying yea loud shouts of
been hurt by hearing them say
sayj
rayj told mother smith there goes
1

1

1

1

1
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old mother smith had her feelings hurt a great deal I want
229 september that
to speak about the dead 18 years ago last 2219
josephi took the plates out of the earth 18 years last monday
josephl
joseph
th josephi
since the
ejoseph
josephl smith the prophet of the lord got the plates
lit
it was in a morning my son
josephl came to
from the earth 10 tit
sonjosephl
me and told me he had taken those plates out of the ground
ithe harrises
algo
go tell all three of them the
and he said llgo
1190
harriss that
I1 have got them 1I want martin to assist me and 11I want to take
12
j11112
mew york
york12
some of the characters off to send them to new
1I am in my 70thl
fit
it is 18 years since josephl
josephi began to
joseph
70th year tit
receive this gospel of glad tidings to all people and preach it
1I have got it all in a history & I1 want this people to be so good
californian
californial
tand
land
Califor
Cali fomia
nial 13
califomia
and so kind as to get it printed before they go to call
cail
joseph about this
helpedjoseph
martin harris was the first person that helped
printeddj for the gospel could
work to get the book of mormon printe
not be preached until this was done 14 here was only my family
just as soon as they
and martin harris to do anything about ititjust
commenced the devil began to war roar and attempt to
destroy them but a little while before we were turned out of
pennnslyvanila joseph hyrum
house & home 155 joseph went to pennnslyvania
and samuel had to go and work in the woods all day & then
haul ing the wood & they had to go to get means to
at night hauling
help joseph publish the book 2 of them guarded the house
this was the way it commenced and now see what a congregation is here you talk about going to california how easy
this can be done my family could go to work and get means
mormon you need not be to work and
mook of
ofmormon
to print the book
nook
mook
wook of mormon you need not be dis
get means to print the book
nook
courager
cou raged you cant get wagons & every thing else As brigham
couraged
says you must be honest but if you are not honest you wont
get there and if you feel cross you will have trouble my family
made out to get the book printed the angels of the lord
told them what to do they began 18 years last monday thousands have come into the church since then 11I dont suppose
joseph
that 15
13 of this people every saw or knew any thing of ofjoseph
samueli16 william or the rest of my family now they
samuell
hyrum samuel16
Samuel
are all gone and none left but poor wm and he is gone 1I dont
daughters18 at home they have never
know where 17 1I have 3 daughters18
had any thing from tithing but worked for the church after the
book was printed samuel took some of them to sell he went
1

1

1
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into bro greens a methodist preacher19
preacher19 samuel had been
turned out of doors 3 times samuel asked himl
iwont you
himi ilont
buy a bookpi
book he20
saida
iset samuel sald
ispt
askedj 1what
what it is
lit is
said ait
saidj
he 20 asked
olt
1it
a book of mormon that my brother has translated from
plates out of the ground
she21
she21 asked her husband but he
would not buy Sam
fuell left one till he returned he had to sell
samuel
them to buy us victuals I1 want to speak of this that you may not
complain of hard times he went into a another house in the
neighborhood and asked to have a breakfast & he would give
a book for it later he again went to mr greens22
Greens22 he was not
at home she mrs green said he must take the book again
samuel took the book & looked & looked said she afterward
told me she never saw a man look so she kinee
kinew he had the
klnew
spirit of god he said he could not take the book the spirit
forbids me taking this book she fell on the floor & asked him
to pray with her she read & became a mormon & thus the work
began & then it spread like a mustard seed
after the church
began to grow we were driven again we had to go from place
to place to kirtland then to mo william
willialm was taken sick
samuels wife23
wife23 and others too and we had 20 or 30 sick
to take care off during the mobbing 1I1 felt strong in health
11
I could take care of 20 sick then better than sit on my chair
now whilst william
willialm was sick he had a vision & saw the mob
come in he said he saw them come thousands & thousands and
says he mother you will be driven and says afif
lial
diffif I1 die 1I want
you to take care of my wife 1 I1 want you to carry my corpsel
sei
sel
corpse
corp
corpiel
wherever you 904
go
goi the first day william was able to walk as
far as the door the mob came when the mob came in 10 of
them into my house room after they had taken joseph &
tinto
linto their camp there was thousands of them hollowing
into
hyrum finto
& sc reaching in my hearing how do you think I1 feel felt PI have
you any feelings for men
me whilst they were in the camp I1 could
meh
tand now my children are in the gravel
land
not go to see them and
10 men came in & said they wanted we have come in to kill
the heads of the family says 113 ido
do you want to kill medi
me they
meji
meti
ly
said liesh
do it quick like men for I1 would
iyesti
lyesh
esH then says
then be happy VI they then said pig
VIG
cormons
G
gdd damn it these mormons
would as soon die as livel they then tried joseph & hyrum
& sentenced them to be shot in 15 minutes A man came in and
mother smith if you ever want to see mr smith again
saldi lother
saidi
saidl
1

lifl

ij
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co
ile is going to be shot in jackson coji
lle
he
you must go now for lie
cott
coti
I1 went to the wagon they men lift up
lip their swords and swore
tip
1I should not see them he took me by the hand & it was as much
as we could do to get thru the crowd to the waggon 1I finally
got to the wagon & put up my hand & he joseph took hold of
now joseph speak once morett
more says he
Inow
it & kissed it says 1I inowjoseph
god bless you my poor mother
mothed they were taken away
now vigod
willialm
they were in bands and irons all this time my my son william
& wife were sick samuels wife was sick and some others &
I1 had them all to take care off after that we had to move joseph
15
25
washington25
it rained 3 days as hard as it could
went to city of washington
rain but we had to travel & nothing to shelter us we walked
6 miles in the river bottom my clo
cio
clothes
thels was wet so high up
16
river26
it
I1 could scarcely walk and when we got to the quincy river
fit
it rained & haild and was cold we laid down on the
lit
knowd tit
snowd
cold snow & a blanket over us and took off our wet stockins
& did the best we could in the morning the cover over us was
frozen stiff we could not make a fire for the snow joseph then
went to the city of washington he had a revelation to
importune at the governors feet & the prest feet for the
lord said if they would not heed them he would vex the
21
nation 27
after he returned he went to preaching down between
mr durfees
kurfees and the mansion house he told the brethren &
ithey
they
sisters that he had done all he could for them says he athey
are determined we shall not have justice while we stay in
nauvoo I but says lie
ile 1keep
lle
he
keep good courage you never shall
nauvooi
ail
ali all these
suffer for bread as you have done beforeti
before TI says he sali
sall
cases is a record on earth & what is recorded here is a record
btl am a going to lay this case of their
hil
heaven Tl now says he PII
in heaventl
taking away our property or I1 am a going to take it up to the
highest court in heaven
Tl he said so 3 times never did 1I think
heaventl
he was going to leave us so soon to take this case to heaven
he never could get justice till he took it there the lord has got
even the marshall there28
there28 1I feel now just exactly that the lord
has got even the smiths there they know all our sufferings
and dont you think our case is being tried 1I think they will do
more for us there than they could if they were here I1 feel if there
no talking I all would go right 1 1I feel that
was no evil here
if every soul would stay at home they would be blessed I1 feel
that the lordi
lord is vexing the nation a little here & there and
281
211

1

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol32/iss1/20

1

6

Walker: The Historians' Corner

byustudies
BYU Studies

28
2822

feel that the lord will let brother brigham take the people
away 29 1I dont know that 1I shall go west
westi
westl
festl but if william
and the rest of the family go 1I shall go 1I feel to bless you all
1I pray that the lord may bless the heads of the church
brother brigham and all when I1 go to another world I1 want
to meet you all here lays my dead my husband and children
I1 want to lay my bones so that in the ressurection
ressu rection I1 can rise
with my husband & children if so be that my children go and
I1 would to god all my children would go with you but they
will not go without me and if I1 go I1 want to have my bones
fetch led back to be laid with my husband & children 30
fetched
1I
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salt lake city deseret news 1952 7470 72 hereafter cited as HC
3
3curtis
scurtis E boltonjournal
boitonjournal october 1845 archives division church historical
bolton
curtis
department the church ofjesus christ of latter day saints salt lake city hereafter cited as LDS church archives wrote bolton at the october conference
br B young called upon me to take the minutes and prepare them for the press
1

1

which I1 did

lucy smith uses this nineteenth century idiom to applaud brigham youngs
earlier comments which roundly denounced the dishonesty of a few nauvoo church
members who had taken non mormon property such action said brigham was
brighams
hams
mortifying to him & every one who desire to be a true servant of god Brig
preaching struck an obvious resonance with lucy and may have been one of the
reasons prompting her to address the saints during the conference session
I51 of her eleven children nine grew to adulthood one was stillborn and
4

another died in infancy
6
occasionally the obviously rushed clayton stops recording the speech in the
first person to give an abbreviated summary of her sentiment
mormons who allowed their
apparently lucy smiths censure relates to the cormons
children to roam the nauvoo neighborhood without supervision
8
lucy struggles to maintain her strength speaking to a congregation of two
thousand without the aid of a microphone was physically taxing
9the
athe general church minutes version of the speech has lucy giving the date
1827 the two subseon which joseph smith received the plates as september 221827
quent copies however say september 221827 suggesting the formerwas a simply
a recording error
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lucy appears to have lost a week september 22 was two weeks from the
1845 which was just two days prior to her speech
preceding monday october 661845
at the time martin and lucy harris had a daughter living with them
12
this desire of course led harris to take some transcribed book of mormon
characters to leading specialists of the time he visited charles anthon and
samuel L mitchill both residents of new york city and possibly also a third luther
bradish whose residence at the time is uncertain pomeroy tucker origin riseand
riseland
rise and
progress of mormonism
1867 42 according to joseph
ism new york D appleton 18671
Monnon
smith moroni had so directed him whenjoseph
when joseph received the plates oliver cowdery
to W W phelps letter IV messenger
1855 80 for an
1835
messeiigerandadvocate
a nd advocate february 18351
overview of harriss experience see stanley B kimball the anthon transcript
BYU studies 10 spring 1970 325 52
people primary sources and problems byustudies
13
lucy smith would be disappointed in her wish her memoir the
sketches of ofjosepb
joseph smith the Prop
prophet
biograpbical sketcbes
biographical
progenitors por
bet and his progenitorsfor
for many
generations liverpool orson pratt 1853 was not published until eight years
later and then was met with the disapproval of brigham young who believed it
contained disturbing historical errors A corrected edition of the book was later
issued and has remained in print at the time Cali
chii
dali
california
fomia was an imprecise term
applying to lands west of the rocky mountain cordillera
14
this refrain is contained in advice given to hyrum smith dac
d&c 1115 22
15
the family had lost their newly constructed home in a foreclosure of
100

a mortgage
16

claytona
claytons
the two later versions probably mistaking Clay
tons letter 5 for a C supply

the name of another of lucys
bucys sons don carlos in the place of samuel with the
versions in conflict the reference is uncertain
17
two days before at the beginning of the general conference william smith
had been dropped both as a member of the quorum of twelve apostles and as
patriarch to the church on the following sunday october 12 1845 he was
excommunicated smith repeatedly at odds with brigham young had left nauvoo
in the fall of 1845 and rumors swept the city that he had left to secure the assistance
of US troops to prevent the planned migration west see minutes of the general
conference october 61845 LDS church archives hc7460483
HC
hc7 460483 and andrew F
7460483
ehat ed they might have known that he was not a fallen prophet the
igl
igi
nauvoo journal of joseph fielding byustudies
BYU studies 19 winter 1979 161
joseph smith sr and lucy mack smith had three daughters sophronia
smith stoddard catherine smith salisbury and lucy smith millikin
19
Porti neus greene and his wife rhoda young greene a sister to
john portineus
ofmendon
brigham were residents of
mendon new york john was successively a member
of the methodist episcopal church and the methodist Refo
reformed
nned church serving the
latter as an itinerant preacher
20
20the
ilas
has mrs green asking the question
the anonymous transcript lias
21
rhoda young greene
22
the traditional account of this episode is told in joseph fielding smith
cam
88 89 samuel
cb Hi
salt lake city deseret book 1971 8889
essentials in cbm
church
histon
stoi
siol sait
histoi
histoysat
was discouraged but continued on his journey that night he slept under an apple
tree in the morning he called at the home of rev john P greene a methodist
minister mr greene was just leaving on a preaching tour and like the others who
had been approached earlier lie was not interested in the book however he
manifested a friendly spirit and at the earnest solicitation of samuel consented to
take a subscription paper and try to sell copies of the book thereupon samuel left
him a copy of the book of mormon with the understanding that the missionary
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would call again in about two weeks at the appointed time samuel returned and
was disappointed to learn that there had been no sale
he returned home after
his labors were finished feeling that his work had proved to be fruitless more out
of curiosity than desire both mr greene and his wife read the book and were
deeply impressed the copy samuel left with john P greene was placed by the
latter in the hands of members of the young family which was the first direct
information to brigham young and his brother and some of their friends including
heber C kimball of the restoration of the gospel
on the other hand both brigham young and his brother phineas spoke of
another copy of new scripture circulating in the family that may have been more
familys
ilys conversion see history of brigham young deseret
influential in the fam
nems
news february 5 1858 377 brigham young journal of Disco
discourses
ulses 26 vols
liverpool albert carrington and others 1853 1886 391 august 8 1852 and
11 july
A family meeting in nauvoo utah genealogicalandhistoticalmagazine
Maga zinell
genealogical and historical magazinell
afamlymeeting
1920 110
1920110
llo
ilo

samuel harrison smith married mary bailey on august 13 1834
11
caroline grant sister to jedediah grant salt lake citys
cites first mayor and a
counselor to president young in the first presidency married william smith in 1834
15
25
bucys impressionist account departs from chronology As she makes
here lucys
clear later in her remarks joseph smiths trip to washington DC followed the
churchs
churche expulsion from missouri at the time of lucys
bucys exodus from missouri he
remained incarcerated in the liberty jail in clay county
26
perhaps on or near the mississippi river bottom near quincy illinois the
mormons who fled from missouri
latter was a gathering area for many of the cormons
27
A delegation of latter day saints led by joseph smith himself visited the
nations capital and secured an appointment with president martin van buren in
ofjoseph smiths belief that the nations failure to respond
november 1839 an echo ofjoseph
to the mormon entreaties for justice would bring gods punishment upon the
cJoseph
politic
politi joseph
country can be found in HC
3332 Is there no virtue in the body politicjoseph
hc3332
asked will not the people rise up in their majesty and with that promptitude and
zeal which are so characteristic of them discountenance such proceedings the
missouri turmoil by bringing the offenders to that punishment which they so richly
deserve and save the nation from that disgrace and ultimate ruin which otherwise
must inevitably fall upon it
28
no doubt lucy speaks ironically here
29
9a
A central question weighing on church leaders and members was whether
government authorities would permit their departure west As brigham young had
commented earlier in the morning when speaking to the conference the
mormons still while our
government of the state has sent his force to hold the cormons
enemies in the immediate neighborhood put the red hot iron into us general
1845 lucy smith expresses her faith that
church minutes collection october 881845
the people would be allowed to go west
30
31at
at this point lucys
bucys voice apparently gave out and after saying a few more
words that the clerks found difficult to hear she left the speakers stand after her
remarks president young pledged his assistance should the smith family decide
bucys stated desire promised 1 I pledge myself
to go west and in harmony with lucys
if mother smith goes with us that I1 will do all in my power to bring her bones back
here to her children and I1 want to know if this people are willing to enter into a
covenant to do the same the saints in the congregation voted to do likewise
general church minutes collection october 881845
1845
13
23

aa
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